Dear Parents/Guardians:
WELCOME to the 7th  GRADE ORANGE TEAM at Charleston Middle School for the 2011-2012 school year!  We are looking forward to a great year with your students!  Below is some general information about our team and its teachers.  Please read through the information carefully and sign and return the bottom portion with your student by Wednesday, August 17th .  Please only return the bottom portion and keep the rest of the letter for your reference.

Let’s begin by introducing ourselves along with our classroom phone number! 

Mr.Snider

Reading and Lang. Arts


639-6034

Mrs. Moffett

Math and Lang. Arts


639-6039

Mrs. Southworth
Science and Lang. Arts


639-6022
Mrs. St.Gemme
             Social Studies / Lang. Arts 

639-6036
Ms. Stenson

Hearing impaired


639-6031

Mrs. McMillan

LBS1




639-6058
We do have voice mail for each teacher and you may leave a message at the numbers listed above.
For further information please access the Orange Team web page from the CMS website at
http://www.charleston.k12.il.us/CMS/index.html
You may pick up the needed 7th grade school supplies at many local stores.  They will have the needed list or you may get a supply list from our CMS office. Please refill supplies throughout the year so your child comes prepared for class.

Orange team teachers will closely monitor homework completion in our students. See the Homework Policy Sheet for more information. We will also require our students to fill out their planners with classroom assignments on a daily basis. We encourage parents to check their student’s planner nightly and/or check the team website to verify daily assignments. For various reasons students sometimes fail to complete homework.  Students who are absent have one day per day absent to complete homework.  If a student is absent before an upcoming quiz, test, etc. that the student has known about, the task will be completed the day the student returns to school. Homework turned in one day late may receive 50% credit at the discretion of the classroom teacher.  This is a crucial piece of information as homework grades make up a large part of your student’s grade in each class.  Please help us ensure that assignments are getting done! (
A school wide behavior plan is in place at CMS. Be sure to read the planner for possible consequences.  Obviously, some behavior may bypass the team discipline write-ups and be addressed directly with misconduct referrals. . Orange team students will be given a “Punch-Card” that will allow them a specific number of “punches” for unscheduled restroom and locker visits and one free late homework pass in each subject per quarter. At the end of each quarter rewards will be given for students with no punches on the Punch-Card. Lost cards will be replaced one time with at least half of the punches lost. Other consequences may apply, such as lunch detention or parent conferences. 
Charleston Middle School has a formal dress code and cell phone policy listed in the planner.  Students who are dressed inappropriately will be asked to call their parent/guardian to bring them other clothes.  Until the appropriate outfit arrives at school, they will wear a shirt provided to them by the school.  We believe these rules are an important part of helping students stay focused on the task at hand in the classroom. We appreciate your support on this matter.
Thank you so much for the time you’ve taken to read this!  We know it is lengthy, but want to make sure that you are as informed as possible about school policies and how to communicate with us so your child has a successful transition to the middle school. Orange team teachers will meet daily from 2:05-2:45 should you need to set up a conference or call us during that time. Our phone number at CMS is 639-6000.  We are looking forward to a fun, successful year with your student!  

Sincerely,

Orange Team Teachers
Charleston Middle School

Please mark your calendars for our CMS Open House!  We will be holding it this year on Wednesday, August 24th at 7 p.m. Come and meet us and get to know our school! 
· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Please fill out the information below and return this portion of the letter with your student to his/her language arts teacher by Friday August 19th .  Thank you from the Orange Team Teachers!
(Please check all that apply)
_______  I have read the Orange Team parent letter and homework policy and have no questions at  

 
    this time.

_______  I am interested in volunteering time during the school day.
________ I am willing to share information about my career___________________________ 
Other concerns or information you would like to share regarding your child’s success at CMS?

_____________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature_________________________________________ Date______________

Student’s name___________________________________ Lang. Arts teacher__________

Parent’s e-mail address:______________________________________________________

Parent’s phone number where we can reach you during the day:_______________________

